The Cup of the Christ, the Baptism of the Christ.

Matthew 20:20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and asking something
from Him. And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit,
one on Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.” But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know
what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?” They said to Him, “We are able.” So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but
it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.” And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with
the two brothers. But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires
to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your
slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Some people may have the impression that being called to leave all, take up their cross daily and follow after
Jesus the Anointed King will result in a wonderful life with many folks respecting and valuing them. It won’t. Nor is
there any opportunity to be someone great, to be raised up above others.
Nor do we get to say who does what and who sits where. That is for the Father to decide.
That is, if we will drink the cup that Jesus drank from and be baptized with the baptism Jesus is baptised with.
Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. Then he
killed James the brother of John with the sword.
James was the first apostle to be slain, drinking the cup that Christ drank from.
A Man of sorrows. acquainted with grief.
Isaiah 53:2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or
comeliness; And when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by
men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and
we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and
He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare
His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
And they made His grave with the wicked— but with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence, nor
was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His
soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in
His hand. He shall see the labour of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify
many, for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the
spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors,
and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
Here is the cup that the Christ would drink, the baptism that He would be baptized with.
Matthew 10:16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless
as doves. But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. You will
be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when they
deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you
should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. Now brother will deliver
up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to

death. And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. When they
persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of
Israel before the Son of Man comes. A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough
for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household! Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing
covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.
The drinking of the cup and being baptized with the baptism Christ is baptized with is not hypothetical but a
present reality for all who are sent by Jesus as He was sent by His Father.
Matthew 26:36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I
go and pray over there.” And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful
and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch
with Me.” He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping,
and said to Peter, “What? Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My
Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And He came and found them
asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the
same words. Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is
at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at
hand.”
Betrayal and abandonment are integral in the cup that Jesus drank and which those who truly follow Him will
drink from. Whatever doing the Father’s will may attract.
John 11:33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the
spirit and was troubled. And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus
wept. Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!”
Part of the baptism which Jesus is baptised in is ability to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who
rejoice. Empathy with all.
John 18:10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear.
The servant's name was Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup
which My Father has given Me?”
The alternative to drinking the cup given by the Father is to reject it, to oppose the Father’s will.
Romans 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affectionate to one
another with brotherly love, in honour giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of
the saints, given to hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high
things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard
for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.
Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”
says the Lord. Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will
heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
The baptism that Jesus is baptized with is a baptism of love and humility. Which is impossible to merely imitate
with any success.
1 Corinthians 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me
if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted
with a stewardship. What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ
without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel. For though I am free from all men, I have made
myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those
who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without
law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are
without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some. Now this I do for the gospel's sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may
obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable
crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who
beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself
should become disqualified.
Paul drank the cup that the Father gave him to drink. It wasn’t ambition to be somebody that drove him.
2 Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation also abounds through Christ. Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is
effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and
salvation. And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also
you will partake of the consolation.
Suffering with Christ – enduring the cross and despising the humiliation – is the usual lot of those who are
called to follow Him.
Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all
things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness,
which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I
may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,
if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind;
and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. Nevertheless, to the degree that we have
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. Brethren, join in following my example,
and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now
tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from
which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
As Christ left the glories of heaven, laid aside being equal with God, for our sakes: so are we called to lay aside
all that is valuable to us for the prize of knowing Jesus, sharing in His life and His sufferings right here, right now.
2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I
remember you in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be
filled with joy, when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother
Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also. Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God
which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share
with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus
before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle,
and a teacher of the Gentiles. For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know
whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.
There is no shame in suffering for the gospel, the message of repentance and remission of sins in the name of
Jesus Christ. Rather it is our boast, our glory in Him Who loved us and washed us from sin.
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