
Remission of sins 

 
Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the 
Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way 
before You. The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make 
His paths straight.’”  John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, 
went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  
 The whole point of the message of salvation is God’s offer of remission of sins. The 
preaching of a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins was preparation for the 
revealing of Him Who would make it possible through His death on the cross of Calvary; the 
Lamb of God Who takes away the world’s sins. 
 
Mark 2:1  And again He (Jesus) entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that 
He was in the house. Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer 
room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them.  Then 
they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.  And when they could 
not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when 
they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.  When 
Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven (literally in Greek 
remitted) you.”  And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 
“Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive (literally in Greek remit) 
sins but God alone?”  But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned 
thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your 
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven (literally in Greek 
remitted) you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive (literally in Greek remit) sins”—He said to the 
paralytic, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”  Immediately he 
arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed 
and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
 God has arranged that signs and wonders will accompany the proclamation of the 
message of repentance and remission of sins through the name of Jesus the Christ. The 
reason for this is so that men may put their faith in the name of Jesus for the remission of 
their own sins. Healing is wonderful. Freedom from sin and its consequences – separation 
from God – spiritual death – is the most wonderful gift of God. 
 
Luke 1:68  “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, 
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David,  As He spoke 
by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, That we should 
be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, To perform the mercy 
promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, The oath which He swore to 
our father Abraham: To grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our 
life.  “And you, child, (John the Baptist) will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will 
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go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His 
people by the remission of their sins. 
 
Luke 24:46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ 
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  
 Here is the link between the death of Jesus on the cross and remission of sins.  
Matthew 26:28 “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.” 
Hebrews 9:22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and 
without shedding of blood there is no remission. 
 
John 20:19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 
the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them 
His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
(literally remit) the sins of any, they are forgiven (remitted) them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.” 

As Jesus was going to be ascended to heaven, seated on the throne and reigning 
from there, He was delegating His authority to remit sins to His disciples. The kingdom of 
heaven has a king and subjects who carry out His instructions in His name. For this reason 
they were commanded to baptize in His name for the remission of sins. 
 
Acts 2:36  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  Now when they heard this, they were cut 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call.” 
 Once Peter had made known that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed God’s anointed One 
those who received his word were directed to the way of salvation; repentance and being 
baptized in the name of Jesus for the remission of their sins. 
 
Acts 8:4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.  Then 
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes 
with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which 
he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; 
and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.  And there was great joy in that city.  
But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and 
astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great, to whom they all 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the great power of God.”  And 
they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.  But 
when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.  Then Simon himself also 



believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the 
miracles and signs which were done. 
 Here we see the direct connection between the declaration of the name of Jesus 
Christ and baptism in His name for the remission of sins. This is because remission of sins is 
in His name. 
 
Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by 
Him. The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus 
Christ—He is Lord of all— that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, 
and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. And we are witnesses of all things 
which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on 
a tree. Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, 
but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He 
arose from the dead. And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is 
He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. To Him all the prophets 
witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” 
 The apostles chosen by Jesus himself and then by lot by the disciples to replace 
Judas Iscariot had all witnessed the baptism of John as shown in Acts 1:21  “Therefore, of 
these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, 
one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  This is because the 
baptism of John was part of God’s demonstration of the way of salvation from sin – 
preaching repentance and a baptism for the remission of sins.  
 

Remission of sins may not be something we have a good grasp of. Remission is not 
quite the same thing as forgiveness.  The Greek word used in the New Testament for 
remission is Aphesis which means removal of something; e.g. debt. 
   If I lend you £20,000 because you desperately need it, you might avoid me whenever 
you can. If I come to your door, you might hide behind the curtains. You might cross the 
street if you see me coming. You have a conscience about the debt you owe me which you 
have no hope of repaying. 
    If I forgive you, because I know you can never repay the debt, you would be very 
happy that you no longer owed me the money. But you may still feel guilty about the fact 
that I never got the money back. You might still continue avoiding me when you had the 
opportunity.  If however, my son, who loves you, sees your debt, and works and saves very 
hard so he has the £20,000; and he then gives me the £20,000 to pay your debt to me; you 
are free from the debt. I have my money owed to me. You owe me nothing. You no longer 
feel you need to avoid me. Your conscience is clear.  And you love my son for what he has 
done for you! 
   This what God has done in sending His own Son for us. In the name of Jesus the 
Christ, there is remission of sins, cancelling out of our debt of sin. This payment is applied to 
the one who hears and believes this message of repentance and remission of sins in the 
name of Jesus the Christ through baptism in the name of Him who paid the debt in full.  By 
means of baptism we call out on (put trust in) the name of the Lord and are saved. Resulting 



in a clean conscience before God.  Christ’s last words on the cross were ‘It is finished’. The 
debt is paid in full. 

God was forgiving (pardoning) sins since the creation of mankind. He forgave His 
people Israel when they repented and returned to Him.  The word of God became flesh so 
as the Lamb of God He would hang on the cross, be cursed for our sakes, and shed His blood 
for the remission of our sins.  For this reason remission of sins is in the name of Jesus the 
Christ (King). 
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